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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS : 

Please amend the claims as shown in the following claim 
listing. The claim listing replaces all prior claim versions 
and claim listings in the application: 

1. (Currently Amended) An apparatus for helping to 
protect an occupant of a vehicle, said apparatus comprising: 

a windshield curtain inflatable away from a roof of.;./ 
the vehicle to a position between a windshield of the vehicle ~ /; 
and a vehicle occupant and between an instriiment panel of the- 
vehicle and the vehicle occupant, said windshield curtain 
comprising: 

a center panel of material having a length and 
opposite first and second side portions extending along its 
length; and ^ 

first and second side^ paiiels each having a periphery 
shaped to follow a contour of the instrument panel, said 
periphery of said first sid^ panel being ir^terconnected with 
said center panel along said first' side portion of said center 
panel, said periphery of -said . second side panel being 
interconnected with said center panel along said second side 
portion of said center panel , the first and second side panels 
■shaping: the windshield curtain when inflated such that the 
center panel engages and follows an upper surface of the 
instrument panel and a front surface. of . the instrument panel 
without the windshielj^ being urged against the" instriJihent 
panel by another object . 
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2. {Previously Presented) The apparatus recited in 
claim 1, wherein said periphery of each side panel has a first 
part shaped to follow a surface of the instrument panel 
presented generally toward an occupant of the vehicle, and a" 
second part shaped to follow an upper surface of the 
instrviment panel presented toward the vehicle roof. 

3. (Previously Presented) The apparatus recited in 
claim 1, wherein said first side panel is connected to said 
first side portion by a first connection, said first 
connection extending along the entire length of said first - 
side portion and along the entire periphery of said first side 
panel ; 

said second side panel being connected to said 
second side portion by a second connection, said second - ^ 
connection extending along the. entire length of said second 
side portion and along the entire periphery of said second 
side panel. J. .' ^ ; • 

4. (Previously Presented) ' The apparatus recited in 
claim 1, wherein each of said first and second side portions 
has a length, said length of said first side portion being 
about equal to a length of the periphery of said first side 
panel, saild length of said second side portion being about 
equal to a length of the periphery of said- second side panel. 
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5. (Previously Presented) The apparatus recited in 
claim 1, wherein said center panel is arranged to form an 
endless loop of material. 

6. (Previously Presented) The apparatus recited in 
claim 5, wherein said center panel comprises a length of 
material having opposite end portions spafced along its length, 
said opposite end portions of said center panel being arranged 
in an adjacent and overlying relationship with each other and 
interconnected to form said endless loop of material. 

7. (Previously Presented) The apparatus recited in 
claim 6, wherein each of said end portions of said center 
panel has an opening extending through said center panel, said 
openings being aligned with each other when said end portions) 
are interconnected to form said endless loop of material. 

8. (Previously Presented) .' V'^Me;app^ recited in 
claim 7, further comprising.^a -retainer portion having an inlet 
portion and an outlet portion, said outlet portion extending 
through said aligned openings of said center panel and being 
interconnected with said overlying end portions of said center 
panel . 

9. (Previously Presented) The apparatus recited in 
claim 8, wherein said* outlet portion of said retainer portion 
is interconnected with said center panel along an entire 
periphery of said aligned openings. 
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10. (Previously Presented) The apparatus recited in 
claim 8 1 wherein said inlet portion of said retainer portion 
is adapted to receive a fill tube for delivering inflation 
fluid from an inflation fluid source into an inflatable volume 
of said windshield curtain to inflate said windshield curtain. 

11. (Previously Presented) The apparatus recited in. ~ : 
claim 8, wherein said retainer portion con^rises overlying 
panels interconnected with each other along a portion of theii: 
respective peripheries, said panels of said retainer portion; v. 
being interconnected within said peripheries to form 
connections for helping to direct inflation fluid into said 
windshield curtain. . 

■ ■ . . . •*<»"• 

12. (Previously Presented). The apparatus recited in 

claim 1^ wherein said first and second side panels each have a 
generally rounded :"L- shaped '.cpnfigiirat ion in which one\-leg 
extends adjacent an upper ^surf ace of the instrument panel 
presented toward the vehicle roof aiid the other leg extends 
adjacent a front surface of the instrument panel presented 
toward the vehicle occupant when said inflatable vehicle 
bccT4pant protection device is inflated. 

13. (Previously Presented) The apparatus recited in 
claim 1; wherein each'of said first and second side panels has 

a first portion and a second portion extending transverse to 
said first portion, said first portions and portions of said 
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center panel extending between said first portions helping to 
define a first chamber of said windshield curtain, said second 
portions and portions of said center panel extending between 
said second portions helping to define a second chaniber of 
said windshield curtain, said first chamber being inflatable 
along a front surface of an instrument panel presented ' 
generally toward the vehicle occupant, said second chainber 
being inflatable along the windshield and an upper surface of V/; 
the instrument panel adjacent the windshield. 

14. (Previously Presented) The apparatus recited in 
claim 13/ wherein said second chamber has a tapered 
configuration in which said second chamber has a first width 
at a location adjacent said first chamber, said second chamber 
being tapered down to a second width less than said first - '\ 
width at a location spaced from said first chamber. 

15. (Previously Presented j' ■^'he 'appa(ratus recited in 
claim 14, wherein each of -said^ first and second side portions 
of said center panel has a cutout- portion that reduces the 
width of said center panel and helps form the tapered 
configuration of said second chamber. 

16 . ' (^'reviously Presented) The appara'tus recited in 
claim 1, wherein said windshield' curtain when inflated extends 
between a passenger side A pillar and a longitudinal 
centerline of the vehicle. 
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17. (Previously Presented) The apparatus recited in 
claim 1, wherein said windshield curtain when inflated extends 
between a driver side A pillar and a longitudinal centerline 
of the vehicle. 

18. (Previously Presented) The apparatus recited in 
claim 1, wherein said windshield curtain when inflated extends... 
between a driver side A pillar and a longitudinal centerline 7 : 
of the vehicle and between a passenger side A pillar and the 
longitudinal centerline of the vehicle. 

19. (Previously Presented) The apparatus recited in' 
claim 1, wherein said windshield curtain when inflated 
overlies at least a portion of an A pillar of the vehicle. . 

' '"I 

20. (Previously Presented) The apparatus recited in 
claim 1^ wherein each of said first and' second side panels has 
a first portion and a . secoriS: portion ; extending transverse to 
said first portion, said first. portion^ being shaped to extend 
along a surface of an instrument panel presented generally 
toward the vehicle occupant when said windshield curtain is 
inflated, said second portions being shaped to extend along an 
upper surface of the instrument panel when said windshield 
curtain is'^inf lated, the -upper surface of the- instrument panel 
extending transverse to the Surface presented .toward a vehicle 
occupant . , - - 
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21. (Previously Presented) The apparatus recited in 
claim 1, wherein said center panel has a width measured 
perpendicular to the length of said center panel, said first 
and second side portions of said center panel each having a 
cutout portion that reduces the width of said center panel and 
thereby helps taper a width of said windshield curtain. 

22. (Previously Presented) The apparatus recited in 
claim 1, further comprising a fill tube for delivering 
inflation fluid from an inflation fluid source into said 
windshield curtain. '-i 

23. (Previously Presented) The apparatus recited in 
claim 22, wherein said fill tube extends along a forward, edge 
of the vehicle roof. " 

24. (Previously Presented) The apparatus ■ recited in 
claim 22, wherein - said filirtube ha^ rai-;porti6n located in said 
windshield curtain. • . * , . • 

Claims 25 and 26. (Canceled). 

■ ; 27 . (Previously Presented) An apparatus for helping to 

protect an* "occupant of a -vehicle, said appara'tus comprising: 

a windshield curtain inflatable away from a roof of 
the vehicle to a position between a windshield of the vehicle 
and a vehicle occupant and between an instrument panel of the 
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vehicle and the vehicle occupant, said windshield curtain 
comprising: 

a center panel of material having a length and 
opposite first and second side portions extending along its 
length; and 

first and second side panels each having a 
periphery, said periphery of said first side panel being 
interconnected with said center panel along said first side ^.i. 
portion of said center panel, said periphery of said second 
side panel being interconnected with said center panel along 
said second side portion of said center panel, said first an-;, 
second side panels each having a generally rounded L- shaped 
configuration in which one leg extends adjacent an upper 
surface of the instrument panel presented toward the vehicle 
roof and the other leg extends adjacent, a front surface of - tKe 
instrument panel presented toward the vehicle occupant when 
said inflatable vehicle occupant protection device, is- 
inflated. .7. .' ; \ . ' 



